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How has the use and evaluation of 
language norm-and-variation               

changed since WWII?



Case study: Glasgow

development of a non-standard urban 
dialect across the 20th century



Where is Glasgow?

• Glasgow is in Scotland, which is still (for now) 
in the UK, which is still (at the moment) in 
Europe
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Sociohistorical context



What made Glasgow’s fortune?   

Tobacco boats arriving up the River Clyde in Glasgow (1770)
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Shipbuilding (especially during the two World Wars)
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Industrial decline (late 1950s)
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Urban regeneration (from 1990s)
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Within Glasgow – housing

Tenement flats, especially from 1890s
Close-knit social networks
‘the largest village in the world’

e.g. Milroy 1987
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Within Glasgow – housing

Slum clearance -> 70% of tenements demolished from 1950s-1970s
Inner city and peripheral housing schemes
Social networks fragmented on a huge scale

e.g. Milroy 1987
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Within Glasgow – housing

Inner city and peripheral housing schemes
Close-knit social networks reformed

e.g. Milroy 1987
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Outwith Glasgow – external factors

World War I
Inward and outward mobility

e.g. Milroy 2001; cf Andresen 1988 
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Outwith Glasgow – external factors

Radio broadcasting (e.g. BBC in Scotland, 1923
Exposure to other dialects within the home
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Outwith Glasgow – external factors

World War II
Extensive outward mobility

e.g. Trudgill 1986, Milroy 2001; Andresen 1988
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Outwith Glasgow – external factors

Television
Audiovisual exposure to other dialects in the home
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Outwith Glasgow – external factors

‘Mockney’  = media Cockney
e.g. popular TV soap drama, 
EastEnders

e.g. Buckingham 1987



Data
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Real-time Glasgow speech corpora

Decade of birth: old; middle-aged; young
Decade of real-time recordings 



(e.g. Stuart-Smith et al 2007; 
Stuart-Smith et al 2013)
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[f]ink for think

TH-fronting spotted in 1950s (National Service)
mobility for non-standard speakers

Stuart-Smith et al (2007)

World War II
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takes off in the 1980s

Macafee (1983); 
Stuart-Smith  (1999)
Stuart-Smith et al (2007)

World War II

redevelopment
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[f]ink for think
peop[o] for people
bro[v]er for brother

• class-based language ideologies 
• social practices in close-knit networks
• strong engagement with TV dramas
• contact with English beyond Glasgow

Stuart-Smith et al 2007; 
Stuart-Smith et al (2013)
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(José et al 2014; in prep)
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BOOT

World War I World War II

redevelopment



Anglo-English 
BOOT vowel has 
fronted over 
20th century

Has Glasgow 
BOOT followed  
a similar 
trajectory? 



Glasgow
BOOT vowel 
was already front,
but lowered over 
20th century

not like Anglo-
English

Why?



BOOT lowering 
is part of a 
Glasgow-internal 
vowel pull chain

BOOT lowered
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BOOT lowering 
is part of a 
Glasgow-internal 
pull chain

BOOT lowered
GOAT raised
COT raised
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(e.g. Stuart-Smith and Lawson 2017)



The initial story – Sunday 19 July 2015 Sunday Times

‘the battle of postvocalic rhoticity’



Scottish press: neutral 



UK/national press: Anglo-Scottish identity



Scotsman: 20 July (left); 22 July (right)

Scottish: correctness -> Anglo-Scottish identity 



http://bigbrowser.blog.lemonde.fr/2015/07/21/laccent-ecossais-se-
meurrrrrrrrt/?utm_campaign=Echobox&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook

On Tuesday 21 
July, the story 
crossed the 
Channel…

http://bigbrowser.blog.lemonde.fr/2015/07/21/laccent-ecossais-se-meurrrrrrrrt/?utm_campaign=Echobox&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook
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car

World War I World War II

redevelopment

weakened postvocalic /r/ attributed to the ‘degenerate 
Glasgow-Irish’ (Trotter 1901 in Johnston 1997:511)
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car car

World War I World War II

redevelopment

car

weak /r/ confirmed from 1890s, takes off in 1980s
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car car

World War I World War II

redevelopment

car

• class-based language ideologies 
• social practices in close-knit networks
• strong engagement with TV dramas

only read speech – style!
Stuart-Smith et al 2007; 
Stuart-Smith et al 2014;
Stuart-Smith and Ota 2014
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What can we infer about changes in the 
use and evaluation of language        

norm-and-variation                                 
(in Glasgow dialect) since WWII?



20001900

1870s 00s80s 90s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 00s 2010s

car

BOOT
car

World War I World War II

redevelopment

think
people
brother
car



20001900

1870s 00s80s 90s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 00s 2010s

car

BOOT
car

World War I World War II

redevelopment

think
people
brother
car



20001900

1870s 00s80s 90s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 00s 2010s

car

BOOT
car

World War I World War II

redevelopment

think
people
brother
car



Glasgow 
dialect

Scottish 
Standard 
English

non-
standard 

Anglo 
Englishes Standard 

Southern 
British 
English

social structures

media

mobility

language 
ideologies



Thank you!
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Outwith Glasgow – external factors

‘Mockney’  = media Cockney

Cheap domestic flights
Enhanced mobility
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[f]ink for think
peop[o] for people
bro[v]er for brother

• ‘new’ change -> non-standard Anglo (Southern) English
• broadcast media + class-based language ideologies

Stuart-Smith et al (2013)



1 = older 
speakers born in 
1890s, recorded 
in 1970s

(n=265)

/ʉ/ BOOT



2 = older 
speakers born in 
1920s, recorded 
in 2000s

(n=751)

/ʉ/ BOOT



3 = adolescent 
speakers born in 
1960s, recorded 
in 1970s

(n=128)

/ʉ/ BOOT



4 = adolescent 
speakers born in 
1990s, recorded 
in 2000s

(n=226)

/ʉ/ BOOT



X = young adult 
speakers born in 
1890s, recorded 
in 1910s

(n=56)

/ʉ/ BOOT



1 = older 
speakers born in 
1890s, recorded 
in 1970s 

(n=278)

/ɔ/ COT



2 = older 
speakers born in 
1920s, recorded 
in 2000s

(n=568)

/ɔ/ COT



3 = adolescent 
speakers born in 
1960s, recorded 
in 1970s

(n=146)

/ɔ/ COT



4 = adolescent 
speakers born in 
1990s, recorded 
in 2000s

(n=237)

/ɔ/ COT



X = young adult 
speakers born in 
1890s, recorded 
in 1910s

(n=32)

/ɔ/ COT



1 = older 
speakers born in 
1890s, recorded 
in 1970s

(n=180)

/o/ GOAT



2 = older 
speakers born in 
1920s, recorded 
in 2000s

(n=386)

/o/ GOAT



3 = adolescent 
speakers born in 
1960s, recorded in 
1970s

(n=169)

/o/ GOAT



4 = adolescent 
speakers, born in 
1990s recorded 
in 2000s

(n=153)

/o/ GOAT



X = young adult 
speakers born in 
1890s, recorded 
in 1910s

(n=25)

/o/ GOAT



UK/national


