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How has the use and evaluation of
language norm-and-variation
changed since WWII?



Case study: Glasgow

development of a non-standard urban
dialect across the 20t century



Where is Glasgow?

e Glasgow is in Scotland, which is still (for now)
in the UK, which is still (at the moment) in
Europe
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Where is Glasgow?

e Glasgow is in Scotland, which is still (for now)

in the UK, which is still (at the moment) in
Europe
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Sociohistorical context



What made Glasgow’s fortune?

Tobacco boats arriving up the River Clyde in Glasgow (1770)



Shipbuilding (especially during the two World Wars)
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Urban regeneration (from 1990s)
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Within Glasgow — housing

1900 2000

1870s | 80s | 90s

% 00s | 10s | 20s | 30s | 40s| 50s | 60s | 705 | 80s [90s

00s | 2010s

>

Tenement flats, especially from 1890s
Close-knit social networks
‘the largest village in the world’

e.g. Milroy 1987



Within Glasgow — housing

1900

1870s | 80s | 90s

g 00s | 10s | 20s | 30s | 40s| 50s | 60s | 705 | 80s [90s | 00s | 2010s

>

Slum clearance -> 70% of tenements demolished from 1950s-1970s
Inner city and peripheral housing schemes
Social networks fragmented on a huge scale

e.g. Milroy 1987



Within Glasgow — housing

1900

1870s | 80s | 90s

g 00s | 10s | 20s | 30s | 40s| 50s | 60s | 70s | 80s |90s | 00s | 2010s

Inner city and peripheral housing schemes
Close-knit social networks reformed

e.g. Milroy 1987



Outwith Glasgow — external factors

1900 2000
12705 |80$ | 90s | 00s | 10s | 20s | 305 | 40s| 50s | 60s | 70s | 80s |90s | 0Os |2o105>
World War |

Inward and outward mobility

e.g. Milroy 2001; cf Andresen 1988



Outwith Glasgow — external factors

1900 2000

1870s | 80s | 90s

g 00s | 10s | 20s | 30s | 40s| 50s | 60s | 70s | 80s |90s | 00s | 2010s

>

Radio broadcasting (e.g. BBC in Scotland, 1923
Exposure to other dialects within the home



Outwith Glasgow — external factors

€

1900 2000

1870s | 80s | 90s

g 00s | 10s | 20s | 30s | 40s| 50s | 60s | 70s | 80s |90s | 00s | 2010s

>

World War Il
Extensive outward mobility

e.g. Trudgill 1986, Milroy 2001; Andresen 1988



Outwith Glasgow — external factors

1900 2000

1870s | 80s | 90s

g 00s | 10s | 20s | 30s | 40s| 50s | 60s | 70s | 80s |90s | 00s | 2010s

>

Television
Audiovisual exposure to other dialects in the home



Outwith Glasgow — external factors

1900 2000

1870s | 80s | 90s

% 00s | 10s | 20s | 30s | 40s | 50s | 60s | 705 | 80s [90s

00s | 2010s

>

‘Mockney’ = media Cockney
e.g. popular TV soap drama,
EastEnders

e.g. Buckingham 1987






Real-time Glasgow speech corpora
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Decade of blrth old; middle-aged; young
Decade of real-time recordings



(e.g. Stuart-Smith et al 2007;
Stuart-Smith et al 2013)
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TH-fronting spotted in 1950s (National Service)

mobility for non-standard speakers
Stuart-Smith et al (2007)
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[flink for think
peop|o] for people
bro[v]er for brother
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e class-based language ideologies
e social practices in close-knit networks
* strong engagement with TV dramas

. . Stuart-Smith et al 2007;
* contact with English beyond Glasgow . t-smith et al (2013)
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(José et al 2014; in prep)
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Anglo-English
BOOT vowel has
fronted over
20t century

Has Glasgow
BOOT followed
a similar
trajectory?
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BOOT over time
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BOOT lowering
is part of a
Glasgow-internal
pull chain

BOOT lowered
GOAT raised

normalized F1 {lobanov)
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BOOT lowering
is part of a
Glasgow-internal
pull chain

BOOT lowered
GOAT raised
COT raised

normalized F1 {lobanov)
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(e.g. Stuart-Smith and Lawson 2017)



Media makes Scots throw the R away

N Robin Henry

SCOTTISH nationalism may be
in the ascendant but the
country is beginning to lose
one of its most distinctive
features: its accent.

For centuries Scots have
pronounced the “R” in words
such as car, farm and sort but
it is starting to be inaudible for
some speakers north of the
border, according to research
by Scottish linguists.

Some blame the Anglicising
influence of the media,

The initial story — Sunday 19 July 2015 Sunday Times

AT LEAST WE'LL BE ABLE
To UNDERSTAND WHAT
NICOLA STURGEONS
TELLING US TO DO

including BBC broadcasters
who adopt English pronun-
ciations. To use the technical
term for the vanishing “R”,
it is the battle of “postvocalic
rhoticity”.

~Most people in England
sound the “R” in Robbie but
not the one in Burns. Until
recent years Scots had pro-
nounced both but a change
prompted sociolinguists at
Glasgow University and Queen
Margaret University in Edin-
burgh to investigate.

Experts used ultrasound on

Continued on page 2 » »
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‘the battle of postvocalic rhoticity’



Rs on the way out as they stop
rolling off our native tongues

Fiy Finna MacRac

IT 15 as Seattish as Irm-8ru, tarkan and
purridys - but the rolling 'r* inour distine-
thve accemt ks g oart,

Research shows that many young Scots
i bonger smiphasise the v ol the end of
Words SUCI o Car Bar andd Tur

Warking class yaungsters arc parthou-
larly likely Lo sweallow the souwnd,

In contrast, middle-class counterparts
tavowur an ‘r' sound normally associated
wilh Aimericai English,

What s mare, the rolling v, assaciited
with wards such & ‘broam’, ‘squirre !’ and
Thurry! i now very rare,

Snme say Ehe change | baing driven by a
media saturated with English and Ameri-
can accents, But researchers from the

University of Glasgow and Queen Margs-

ret University in Edinbaur 5
mﬂxﬂwz aver time. They used

ulbrasound o reveal Lhe longue moyve-
ments af & graug of 12 and 13-year-akis as
they said a range of words.

Lead researcher Professor Jin Scolsbie
salde “e foumd that sema Scottish speak-
ors delay the “r" pesture, so it's happening
In sllenee afterwards.

“Themy're: nat lasing It completely - they're
slill producing it Youw jusl can® hear il the
sAme.

“We found that one group of Scottish
speakers are deing one thing with their

tongues and anctler group are dedng
samething campletely diferond.

“Speakers with 8 vernacular Scottish
aqenl seem o delay their *e", making it
hard to hear, and others with a less
vernacular accent don't, but they o yse
a camiletaly differant tangue shage, ans
weo usually assaclste with aAmerican
Erlizh.'

Hivsener, Michael Hance, directar of s
5cofs Language Centre. saldthat the angll-
cisiny influsnce of the media i Lo blame,

Hee sl “Ninety-nine per cent of Scottish
radla and TV Is Emglish and american
goeenls, while Lhe BEC in Scolland hawe 4
lang traditlan of sending pecple off for
clrcution kssons ta soften thelr accents.

THE Rs HAS FALLEN OUT
OF THE SCOTS LANGUAGE

Scientists say
the younger
generation are
losing that
rolling sound

PPAUL WARD
reportare@dalyrecord oo uk
THE distinctive rolling “R" in
Scottish accents is being
lost, according to experts.
Older generations of Scots
growled the "I in words like “girl”
il “faren” = bt voungsters thess
days almost miss it out altegether
.".":l":u.'|:| : changs
on TV but experts at the University
of Glasgow and Queen Margarel
Urdversity In Edin nirgh hellev i
—_— 2
is 8 more nalurl occurrence,
| "1|':|- wused ultrasound oma Eroup
of young Scots that allowed them
ee how thetongue moves inside
the mouth and shapes for words.
S TsTH .I:I |Iﬂ.|h: I':ll I".I\.!ill'l\.ll -.il'\.'l'.‘rllll
said: "What we found is that some
Scottish speakers are delaying
the 'R’ gesture, so its happening in
silence afterwards.

Scottish press: neutral

" |'|||:}' e ol I':"““'i: It o
yog just can't Dear i Lhe same,
“We lound thal one group ol
Scottish speakers are deing one
thing with their tongue, and
another gronp are doing some-
thing completely different.
“Speakers with a morevernacular
Scottish accent seem to delay their
‘R’ gesture, making it hard to hear.
“Others with a less vernacular
accent don't but also use a different
tongue shape, one that we usu:
associate with American En !
iaor T%its analural
sound change, 1L seems to happen
in languages all over the world over
time, particulerly at the end of
wiords, Theres no Wrohgway bo say
these words - just dilferences,




Scottish accent doomed to
extinction - and the Queen's
English and BBC could be to

blame

LINGUISTS claim Scots are losing their treasured accent as their distinctive rolling 'Rs’
begin to vanish.

ByOLISMITH
UBLISHED: ul 20, 2015 | UPDATED: 16 ul 20, 2015

E}Eﬂﬁﬂlllw s+ Ll

One of Scotland’s treasured exoorts could face extinction

UK/national press: Anglo-Scottish identity



Forget your
Ps and Qs -
what about
your Rs?

PAUL WARD

THE alistictive pelliog KT
srartish soeenrs is heing lass, ar-
cording taexperts

Younper Soabs are ma lnogger
pemmaumcirg the "®7 in words as
frrcefally as alder genemations
saftening thase wich s o
“tar” el *fur”

Older geaerabonns lended 1o
pall the leter in words such as

Scottish: correctness -> Anglo-Scottish identity

g shape, coe Ul we use
ally amsowciale with Adserican
Enctish®

U Lowsen sdded (s ner
media o 1Y, irs more horing
than thar - ir's just a ;aharal
snuni change It =eems ta hap-
pen in kingusges all ower the
wonel vwver 1mme, particulindy at
thie end ol veords”

Wednesday 22nd July 2015
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Scottish accent changing with
rolled ‘R’ at risk

il e flarn”, but poumen
SCAKCTE OV pEOCAT T inass D
Jetney ot sl topether.

Same hawe  anpgested  the
chanme 35 cie to snlfter accenres
an  kelsdsian, bt experts ar
the lniverdty of Glesgow e

el Universi

tural seourrence,

[Previous reseacch [oursl Scots
hadl the sine wocalmlary and
A s oty knglish speak-
-a.'."~_|."-l||. a diiberent s al wowels
and sansanante

Faperts, led by Prafessor fm
seabhie, from Cueen Bargaecer
lniverdty, inveshgated the lar
== changes by usirg alrrmsoomcd
an 2 graun of younge Sty that
allowed U o wee low e
Do mioves irsicle Lo ool
arel shapes for wards

Sucivlizgusl Dr B Laow-
s st “What we Found is thar
samie Scortish speakers e dee
L=wng rhe W mesture, s ir's hap-
rering in silence afrerwamds

“We fnurd thal one groap of
seartish speskers are dhing one
thing witk theiz teogee, med
aririher group are daing some-
Wizng conaple ely (Llereat

"_-.:'m.'u]::'-r-: with o o W
nacnlar Soottish aocenr seem o
delaw their B gesnane, making i
haied to hear, and othes with a
I vermacular 2ccent dan't hue
alsa use a comipletely dEffersnr

The distinctive rolled 'R’ in the Scottish accent could be on its way out, with younger Scots altering the
pronungiation. Picture: Neil Hanna

Scotsman: 20 July (left); 22 July (right)



21 juillet 2015

L’accent écossais se meurrrrrrrrt

On Tuesday 21
July, the story
crossed the
Channel...

Les Ecossais rouleraient de moins en moins les "R”. (REUTERS/Paul Hackett

Une équipe de chercheurs des universités de Glasgow et Queen Margaret a
Edimbourg est arrivée a la conclusion que 'accent écossais, caractérisé notamment
par un roulement des "R" qui le rend parfois incompréhensible pour les étrangers,

http://bigbrowser.blog.lemonde.fr/2015/07/21/laccent-ecossais-se-
meurrrrrrrrt/?utm campaigh=Echobox&utm medium=Social&utm source=Facebook



http://bigbrowser.blog.lemonde.fr/2015/07/21/laccent-ecossais-se-meurrrrrrrrt/?utm_campaign=Echobox&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook

weakened postvocalic /r/ attributed to the ‘degenerate

Glasgow-Irish’ (Trotter 1901 in Johnston 1997:511)
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weak /r/ in read wordlists D 1890s

N [] 1990s

90
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Stuart-Smith and Lawson 2017



weak /r/ confirmed from 1890s, takes off in 1980s

car car car

1900 2000
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car | car car

1900 2000

1870s | 80s | 90s

<€ 00s | 10s | 20s | 30s | 40s| 50s | 60s | 705 | 80s [90s

00s | 2010s
>

e class-based language ideologies

e social practices in close-knit networks

* strong engagement with TV dramas |
Stuart-Smith et al 2007;

only read speech - style! Stuart-Smith et al 2014;
Stuart-Smith and Ota 2014
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What can we infer about changes in the
use and evaluation of language
nhorm-and-variation
(in Glasgow dialect) since WWII?
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The Leverhulme Trust




Outwith Glasgow — external factors

1900 2000

1870s | 80s | 90s

g 00s | 10s | 20s | 30s | 40s| 50s | 60s | 70s | 80s |90s | 00s | 2010s

>

‘Mockney’ = media Cockney

Cheap domestic flights
Enhanced mobility




[flink for think
peop|o] for people
bro[v]er for brother
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 ‘new’ change -> non-standard Anglo (Southern) English
* broadcast media + class-based language ideologies

Stuart-Smith et al (2013)
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It's official: The Scots are going a bit soll, at least in the way they speak

THE DISTINCTIVE rolling “R"
in Scottish aecents is beling lost,
according to experts,

Younger Seols are no
longer pronouneing the “R
in words as forcefully as older
generations, softening words
suehas “car”, *bar” and “fue”,

Older generations of Seots
had been said to roll the letter
inwords such as “girl” and
“farm”, but younger speakers
now appesr to miss the letier
out altogether, Some have
suggested the change is due
Lo soifter aceents on television
among Seollish aclors and
broadeasters, but experts at
the University of Glasgow and
Eueen Haﬁami University in

rgh Iound it 15 3 more

natural securrence,

Previpus research found
Scols have the same vocabulary
and grammar as other
English speakers but have a
different set of vowels and
consonants.

Experts investigated
thelatest changes by using
ultrasound on a group of young
Scots that allowed them to
soe how the tongue moves

inside the mouth, Professor
Jim Seobbie, from MU, led
the research with Dr Eleanor
Lawson and Professor Jane
Stewart-Smith. Sociolinguist
Dy Laweaon said: “What we
found iz that some Scottizh
speakers are delaying the
gesture, 2o it's happening In
silence afterwards.

“They're still producing it You
justean't hear it the same, We
found that ane group of Senttish
speakers are doing one thing
with their tongue, and another
groupare doingsomething
completely difforent.

“Speakerawith a more
vernacular Seottish accent seem
todelay their T gesture, making
it hard to hear, and others witha
less vernacular aceent dor't but
also use s complelely different
tongue shape one that we
usually associate with American
English”

People outside Seotland may
struggle to understand Scols
speaking with the softer “R”,
but the researchers seid people
within the country who speak
in the different styles can still
understand each other.

Scots losing
thelr accent

 § SEi accenl Is In

r o going soll as the

inctive rolling ‘R’ disap-
ars from speech.

Researchers found voung
Scots were follow Ing the
Enalish habit of dropping Rs
n a word such as ‘burns,

Eleanor Lawson of Queen
Margaret University in Edin-
burgh, said: Theyre still
|‘_'-'v.5:.l_1'1:_'\ it, You just can't
hear it prope y.

Michael Hance. of the
Scels Language Cenlre,
blamed the media.

He said: "99% of Scottisl
radio and TV is in English

and American accenls.

UK/national

Young Scots
are losing
their accent

THEY are as stereotypically Scottish as
Irn-Bru or porridge. But the ‘Rs’ that make
the accent so distinctive are dying out,
Research shows that many young Scots
no longer emphasise the ‘R’ at the end of
words such as ‘car’, ‘bar’ and ‘fur’. Work-
ing-class youngsters are particularly likely
to swallow the sound while their middle-
class counterparts are favouring one nor-
mally associated with American English.
What is more, the rolling, or trilling
‘R’, associated with the likes of ‘broom’,
‘squirrel’ and ‘hurry’, is now very rare.
Some blame a Scottish media saturated
with English and American accents, but the
researchers from the University of Glas-
gow and Queen Margaret University in
Edinburgh say accents naturally evolve.
They used ultrasound machines to reveal
the tongue movements of agroup of12and
13-year-olds as they said a range of words.
Professor Jim Scobbie, lead researcher,
said: “We found that some Scottish speakers
are delaying the “R"” gesture, soit’s happen-
ing in silence afterwards. They’re still pro-
ducing it. You just can’t hear it the same.’
Michael Hance, director of the Scots
Language Centre, said the Anglicising
influence of the media is to blame.
He told The Sunday Times: ‘Ninety-nine
per cent of Scottish radio and TV Is English
and American accents.”



